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Acclaimed author Kevin Hearne spins a new novel in his epic urban fantasy series starring the

unforgettable Atticus O'Sullivan. For nearly 2,000 years, only one Druid has walked the Earth -

Atticus O'Sullivan, the Iron Druid, whose sharp wit and sharp sword have kept him alive as he's

been pursued by a pantheon of hostile deities. Now he's got company. Atticus' apprentice,

Granuaile, is at last a full Druid herself. What's more, Atticus has defrosted an archdruid long ago

frozen in time, a father figure (of sorts) who now goes by the modern equivalent of his old Irish

name: Owen Kennedy. And Owen has some catching up to do. Atticus takes pleasure in the role

reversal, as the student is now the teacher. Between busting Atticus's chops and trying to fathom a

cell phone, Owen must also learn English. For Atticus, the jury's still out on whether the wily old coot

will be an asset in the epic battle with Norse god Loki - or merely a pain in the arse. But Atticus isn't

the only one with daddy issues. Granuaile faces a great challenge: to exorcise a sorcerer's spirit

that is possessing her father in India. Even with the help of the witch Laksha, Granuaile may be

facing a crushing defeat. As the trio of Druids deals with pestilence-spreading demons, bacon-loving

yeti, fierce flying foxes, and frenzied Fae, they're hoping that this time, three's a charm.
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I'm kind of sad that my Iron Druid binge-read is over until the next book comes out. I liked a lot of

things about this book. (That being said, don't start here. Start with volume 1. You'll need the

background by the time you get to this point.) Please be advised that some spoilers from past

volumes may be included here; you can't get around that and adequately talk about this story.First



of all, the pace is toned down a bit from the previous book (which was a nonstop run-for-your-life

kind of novel). There was still action and there were a lot of good fights in this one, but there were

some of the scenes of everyday life that I've come to enjoy in this series, as well.We have a new

character in this book, Owen Kennedy, who was Atticus's (the "Iron Druid" of the title) archdruid

many (many) years ago. His introduction to the modern age is a highlight of the book for me (well,

it's more a series of smaller events). Owen is one of the three viewpoint characters and one of his

chapters has one of the funniest paragraphs I've read in a book in a long time (it's the one about

getting a pet monkey instead of a dog and I'll say no more -- except that someone who had not read

any of these books, when shown only that paragraph, also laughed).Atticus gets Owen settled (kind

of) and then goes off on a quest to find who is sending various divinities after him and why. He does

get his answer, and it ties back into something that happened in the very early books of the series. I

like his interactions with various deities; we are introduced to some belief systems (including Shinto)

that haven't appeared in previous volumes.And Granuaile is off to solve a mystery of her own: the

disappearance of her father on an archaeological dig in India. This ends up tying in nicely to the

overall story arc, plus I like that Granuaile is considered *able* to go off on her own -- she doesn't

need protection from a man. She has been trained and bound to the Earth as a Druid and is

considered fully capable. In Granuaile's storyline, we are introduced to some of the Hindu pantheon,

as well.At any rate, I think all the main characters' sections are interesting and do a reasonably

good job of balancing the current quest along with advancing the overall story arc.This book is a

little unique among volumes in this series in that it has a theme outside of all the plot events, that of

coping with loss. In the previous volume, the Morrigan died and Atticus and others are coping with

that. Owen comes back to realize that everyone he knew (except Atticus) is long dead. Granuaile

deals with issues involving both her parents. Even Orlaith, Granuaile's dog, has a little bit to say on

the matter. And Greta the werewolf also has some comments about loss. It's interesting that this all

came to a head at once. And each character deals with it in his or her own way. (Owen has some

downright sensible words on the subject.) It's not just loss of relationships, but the consequences of

making a choice (say, to become a werewolf or Druid) that is discussed. But it's well-integrated into

the story and not at all preachy.Worldbuilding is consistent with previous volumes in the series, as is

writing style. The series' characteristic humor is present, and of course Atticus's dog Oberon has a

lot of interjections for comic relief. If you liked these elements before, you'll like them again. They

don't radically change.The only aspect I wasn't totally sold on was the alternation in viewpoints.

Each of the main characters had a number of POV chapters. I didn't monitor these to see who got

the most page time. I didn't think the split was too uneven. And I didn't hate any of the viewpoints; I



actually found them all interesting (wanted to read everything, didn't want to skip to new sections of

the story). The problem I had was that it was often hard to tell which character's head we were in,

when a new scene opened. All of them were in first-person POV, which is fine, but it was jarring to

think I was reading something from Granuaile only to realize it was Owen, for example. It wasn't

always easy to tell from the context of the first few lines.I liked the conclusion as well. There were

some surprises, some things I did not expect. But they didn't come out of nowhere -- their

foundations were well-laid in this and previous volumes. Overall, though, this was a fun book and I

can't wait for the next one. 4.5 stars.

I too had a hard time with the different POV's...but then let me tell you this, being a man and writing

from a woman's point of view, he doesn't do bad, but its confusing, a few times I had to go back a

page or two to catch my place, not good Kevin...really. Oberon I really love and his bits are great,

but then I like a Dog's Life by Peter Mayle and Kevin's Oberon ranks right up there. It's a necessary

part of the series to get what the characters are building towards, but as Tabitha told Stephen..."You

don't have to bore me with it." It did in parts, but not too badly or I wouldn't have finished it. Over all

if you enjoy the series, this is a necessary book to get you from point A to point B, at which I can say

I am glad to have arrived

With one more Druid added to the two existing, the archdruid that trained Atticus so long ago, there

is trouble enough for all three of the worldÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s Druids. Left on a time island for two

thousand years by the Morrigan before being rescued by Atticus, the archdruid now known as Owen

Kennedy has a lot of catching up to do. Now itÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s Atticus who must show his old

teacher the ropes of this modern new world. In the meantime, Granuaile is contacted by the witch

Laksha to assist in defeating an evil entity that has taken over her fatherÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s body in

India. All three end up working separately on different challenges, so the story is told from three

different viewpoints. Of course the two wolfhounds, Orlaith and Oberon are there to add comic relief

and loyal companionship throughout. After another wonderful adventure in the Iron Druid series, we

learn there is more trouble brewing that will have to be dealt with in the future, which makes me

eager to read the next book in the series to find out what happens next.

Thoroughly enjoyable, well-written and well-researched books with an interesting premise. I am

more than happy to give Kevin Hearne a 5 star rating in addition to purchasing everything he has

published. I hope many others discover the fun adventures of The Iron Druid and a very entertaining



cast of characters. However, the reader must jump through a mandatory hoop if you choose to

leave a rating. Star ratings are not acceptable on their own. No, any star rating is booby-trapped

with the requirement of a written review, further weighted with a minimum word count, no less! Write

a review or no stars from you. This is a tad bit bit onerous for the buyer who enjoyed reading the

book and respects the author enough to pause and tap some stars. The demand for a written

review effectively prevented me from posting the 5 star rating that might encourage others to enjoy

an excellent book. This is ultimately unfair to Mr. Hearn, undoubtedly depriving him of many

well-deserved 5 star ratings. Guilt eventually caught up with me, so herein lies not only my

enthusiastic support of this book, but a bonus review of a misguided policy: to the Kindle folks or

whoever came up with this Either/Or toll: lighten up on the needy/greedy gate keeping, already.

The series started with the hero, Atticus, being a struggling with his past actions and him hiding from

the God(s) he angered. As the books progressed characters came and went but the story still spoke

from Atticus's point of view. This book shares the point of view of three different characters: Atticus,

Granuaile, and Owen. Personally, I don't like it. I found the story slow and not that interesting. I just

may not be that into the Irish Gods. As a proof of my disinterest, once I start a book I usually read

non-stop until it is finished. I actually put this story down and forgot to back to it for a little over a

week. I am uncertain if I will buy book eight. It is not that it is a bad series. It is just a bit predictable

and not as gripping as it used to be. Also other urban fantasy books are not that plentiful (if you are

staying away from urban fantasy/romance books) so maybe I will get book eight .... I don't know.
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